Letters to the editor

Reducing radon not necessarily difficult

Tahoe Daily Tribune

10.18.07

I appreciated Jeff Miner's column discussing the need to protect homes from radon gas (Tribune, Oct. 3). 

Earlier this year, I took advantage of free radon-testing kits offered by the state Department of Health Services. I was surprised to learn that my home had levels of radon gas well above the federal action level of 4 picocuries. 

However, by following the handout of suggestions by DHS, I quickly reduced the radon level to below the action level. How? By just opening the outside vents for the subfloor. The lower radon level was verified in another test. 

I now feel better knowing that I've taken positive steps to reduce an unhealthy situation in my home and better protect my family. I encourage others to also test their homes for radon. While the kits are no longer free, the DHS Web site at www.dhs.ca.gov/ radon can direct you to suppliers of radon testing kits being offered at a very reasonable price.

Lisa Dernbach
South Lake Tahoe
Tahoe Daily Tribune

10.23.07

Fighting radon on all fronts

It is important that our school districts provide our children with a clean and safe environment for learning, and I think the Douglas County School District is taking the proper steps to address the radon issues at Zephyr Cove Elementary School. It makes me want to ask the same questions for the schools on the California side of the South Shore, and I am eager to see the results of their testing.

But, are we as parents or guardians taking the appropriate steps to protect our children? Radon does not limit itself to the schools. This past year, I found that the level of radon gas in my home is twice the level the EPA considers safe. A study conducted a few years ago in Nevada showed the Zephyr Cove area to have, on average, the highest levels of radon in the state. Therefore, the odds are high that residents in the area are just as likely to have radon problems in their homes.

Some quick calculations show that our children spend much more of their time within the walls of the home environment than they do at school (50 percent vs. about 15 percent) during a one-year period.

Therefore, we as parents must also take responsibility and assure our children, and ourselves, of a safe living space. Contact your state environmental protection department for more information on checking radon levels in your home, and if the level is too high, find out what can be done to reduce it.

Mark Hoefer
South Lake Tahoe

Different approaches to reducing radon

I read Lisa Dernbach's letter on radon last week, and I wanted to applaud her efforts to test her house for radon and to fix it. All too many of those reading this letter have thought about testing for radon, but it has not moved high enough on their to-do list to actually get done. Lisa's method of fixing her house was by just opening the outside vents for the sub-floor, which reduced the radon gas levels to below the EPA action level of 4 pCi/L. I wanted to point out that while ventilation may work, it comes with its own cost. The EPA booklet, "Consumer's Guide To Radon Reduction," lists natural ventilation in the crawl space as typically reducing radon from not at all to 50 percent, costing nothing to install, but causing some energy penalties.

In our winter climate, there may be significant heat loss and the possibility of frozen pipes, which is why the EPA does not recommend this approach. Also, Lisa may want to follow up with more short-term tests or a long-term test to make sure the results stay low in different seasons.

The good news is that we each get to choose how we deal with radon. Some choose to ignore it. I chose to do the complete radon mitigation myself and it reduced my radon levels from a 6 pCi/L down to 1 pCi/L. It cost me a weekend crawling under my house and about $1,200 in material costs. Others in town have chosen to call in professional radon mitigators (the closest certified ones are in Southern California) and pay around $4,500 for a professional job. Lisa chose to ventilate her crawl space at no cost, but pay the extra heating costs. Some of those rebuilding after the Angora fire are choosing to include radon-resistant new construction (RRNC) methods at a cost of around $500. Since the Tahoe Radon Survey showed that over half the houses in South Lake Tahoe are over the EPA action level, building radon out during new construction is the smartest and cheapest approach. What's in your house? What's your approach?

Jeff Miner
Radon At Tahoe
www.RadonAtTahoe.com
