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Radon Ordinance shot down twice at Lake Tahoe

For the second time in three weeks, a radon ordinance to reduce the radioactive radon gas in new construction was rejected by governing boards in South Lake Tahoe, CA.  Last Tuesday, March 25, 2008, the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors voted to take no regulatory action on radon, but to continue education programs, as recommended by Larry Lohman, Building Official of the County.  And three weeks prior, on March 4th, the South Lake Tahoe City Council voted to discontinue discussion of a radon ordinance as recommended by City Building Official, Ron Ticknor.  
South Lake Tahoe has become known for having radon gas problems after the 2007 Tahoe Radon Survey conducted by the California Department of Public Health Radon Office.  That study found that over half the houses in the Tahoe Basin had elevated radon levels, above the U.S. Environmental Protection Agencies action level of 4 pCi/L (pico curries per liter).   The EPA identifies radon as a naturally occurring radioactive gas that is found in all soils, but is often found in higher concentrations in granite soils, (more)   as found in the Sierra Nevada.  According to the U.S. Surgeon General, radon is a Type I carcinogen, similar to cigarette smoke.  Radon accounts for 20,000 radon induced lung cancer deaths per year in the United States.   
The EPA recognizes that not all areas have high radon gas, but that there could be houses with elevated radon in all areas of the country, and therefore recommends that all houses should be tested for radon.  Radon test kits are available in hardware and home supply stores, and for California residents, through the Department of Public Health’s radon web site at a discounted price.
Jeff Miner, radon activist and owner of Radon At Tahoe (http://www.RadonAtTahoe.com), which promotes radon testing and mitigating, was visibly discouraged with the results of the two governing boards votes against regulating radon.  “I just don’t understand what the objection is,” he stated.  “Radon causes lung cancer, there is a lot of it in the South Lake Tahoe, and it costs no more than a few hundred dollars to fix during the construction of a home.  Why are people against this?  It should be a no-brainer”  The City Council Members and the County Board Members have not commented on their reasons for voting against regulation, but Miner thinks they believe that education and voluntary compliance is sufficient.  “Education is not enough,” Miner stated.  “People are overwhelmed when they build a house at Tahoe.  They are beset with TRPA regulations, state regulations, county regulations and city regulations, and building radon out, while simple, is just one more thing to do, which is often (more) low on  their priority list.  A building ordinance is the only way to ensure that RRNC (Radon Resistant New Construction) gets on the check list and gets done.”  
As for what Miner will do now that the radon ordinance appears to be a dead issue: “I will work with the City and County to develop the best education program that we can.  Radon is still a problem up here.  I hope to hold workshops for builders of the 252 houses that are being rebuilt after the Angora fire, though we missed the first 72 who built over the winter.  I will work to gain support from the Cancer League, Green Building groups, and from environmental groups. I am one of only 7 certified radon mitigators in California, so I will continue to work with builders and homeowners to help them test and fix their houses.  I am also following the school district fight in Zephyr Cove, NV, where parents have threatened to pull their children from school if classroom radon is not reduced.  But public support has not yet reached the boiling point.  It may take a public outcry before our governing bodies reconsider their stand on a radon ordinance at Tahoe.”
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