Wise Sayings
“Free at last!  Free at last!  Good God Almighty, I’m free at Last!”

-- Dr. Martin Luther King, from his historic “I Have a Dream” speech given at the Freedom March in Washington D.C.on August 28, 1963.  It also reflects what you will feel when you are free from the bondage of debt!
“Well, I’m still here, I didn’t have to go to rehab, and I’m not broke.” – Jimmy Buffet, when asked for his “line” on a 60 Minutes interview. Not bad considering he is still packing them into the concert halls and having a good time at 59.
“I feel great.  My endurance is terrific.  Can’t you see my wife smiling all the time?” – Jack LaLanne, at age 89.  What does he mean by that?  It sounds like he is having a great time taking his fitness and diet habits into old age.  A good role model for our life at 89!
“Compound Interest” -- Albert Einstein, when asked what the most powerful force in the Universe was.  Put time to use for you by saving regularly.
“My favorite time to do anything is Right Now.” – Jeff Miner, in explaining the best time to start a budget is right now, not to wait for the first of the week, of the month, of the year.
“Just Do It” – Nike trade mark slogan of getting up and getting moving.
“It is easier to get into debt than it is to get out of debt.” – Larry Burkett on why it seems so hard to get out of debt.  And why credit card companies keep sending us cards.
“Money is our secret, both in private and in public.” – Suze Orman, from her book, The 9 Steps to Financial Freedom, in talking about the embarrassment of going to a dinner party and telling a group of close acquaintances, “I just don’t know what to do.  My credit card debt has gone up to $17,000, and I don’t know how I’ll ever get out of it.”  The room would fill up with embarrassed silence. (The most silent of all would be the others in the room weighed down by the secret of their own credit card debt.)
“Do it!  Money will come when you are doing the right thing.” – Michael Phillips, The First Law, from his book, The Seven Laws of Money
“Money has its own rules:  Records, Budgets, Saving, Borrowing.” – Michael Phillips, The Second Law, from his book, The Seven Laws of Money
“Money is a dream: A fantasy as alluring as the Pied Piper.” – Michael Phillips, The Third Law, from his book, The Seven Laws of Money
“Money is a nightmare: In jail, robbery, fears of poverty.” – Michael Phillips, The Fourth Law, from his book, The Seven Laws of Money
“You can never really give money away.” – Michael Phillips, The Fifth Law, from his book, The Seven Laws of Money
“You can never really receive money as a gift.” – Michael Phillips, The Sixth Law, from his book, The Seven Laws of Money
“There are worlds without money.” – Michael Phillips, The Seventh Law, from his book, The Seven Laws of Money  For a summary of the Seven Laws, if you don’t have a copy of the 1977 book, which, by the way is still a hot seller on Amazon, visit this interesting web site for a Portland Art Exhibit about money, http://www.seeingmoney.com/SevenLaws.htm
“Never own your home outright.  Instead, get a big 30-year mortgage, and never pay it off – regardless of your age and income.” – Ric Edelman, rule # 21, from his book, The New Rules of Money.  I happen to disagree with this rule because of the many good reasons to pay off your home.  However I respect Ric’s approach and analysis and you should be aware of the many pros and cons of most financial decisions.  For the complete text, if you don’t have the book, go to Ric’s web site: http://www.ricedelman.com/planning/home/rule21.asp
“Is this helping me meet my financial goals?” – Ric Edelman, when evaluating a purchase that is more a habit or want, than a need.  It helps us keep our spending in priority order.
Poetic Inspiration
Jim Croce, “Working at the Car Wash Blues”

Well, I had just got out from the county prison
Doin' ninety days for non-support
Tried to find me an executive position
But no matter how smooth I talked
They wouldn't listen 
to the fact that I was a genius
The man say, "we got all that we can use."
Now I got them steadily depressin', low down mind messin'
Working at the car wash blues

Well, I should be sittin' in an air conditioned office in a swivel chair
Talkin' some trash to the secretaries
Sayin', "hey now mama, come on over here."
Instead, I'm stuck here rubbin' these fenders with a rag
And walkin' home in soggy old shoes
With them steadily depressin', low down mind messin'
Workin' at the car wash blues


You know a man of my ability
He should be smokin' on a big cigar
But till I get myself straight I guess I'll just have to wait
In my rubber suit rubbin' these cars

Well, all I can do is a shake my head
You might not believe that it's true
For workin' at this end of Niagara Falls
Is an undiscovered Howard Hughes
So baby, don't expect to see me
With no double martini in any high-brow society news
Cause I got them steadily depressin', low down mind messin'
Workin' at the car wash blues
So baby, don't expect to see me
With no double martini in any high-brow society news
Cause i got them steadily depressin', low down mind messin'
Workin' at the car wash blues
Yeah I got them steadily depressin', low down mind messin'
Workin' at the car wash blues “
(I like this because it shows a guy down on his luck, but still looking up at the executive suite; dreaming big.  You better believe he has a better chance of getting out of those soggy old shoes than the guy next to him without the dream or vision.  This may be how you feel when you’re in debt with, what looks like, no way out.  But keep your eye on the dream, and do your goal setting.  Where there’s a will there’s a way.)
Add your own wise sayings and poetic inspiration to this list.
