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Caveat Emptor:  
1.
Be Cautious:  Anyone can be a “financial expert” with somebody else’s money.
2.
Go Slowly:  There is too much information out there to absorb in one setting.  
3. 
Get help:  If you get overwhelmed, it may be better to choose an advisor and stick with his program rather than reading 20 books and doing nothing. 

Get a Life – You Don’t Need a Million to Retire Well

Ralph Warner, Nolo Press, 1996, 5th edition, 2004

This is the textbook for the class.  It emphasizes the importance of the non-money side of retirement.  Developing a rich bounty in areas such as health, fitness, friends, family, hobbies, second careers and interests are often ignored when money is the only retirement goal. It is packed with interviews of successfully retired folks.
Your Money or Your Life – Transforming your relationship with money and achieving financial independence

Joe Dominguez and Vicki Robin, Penguin Books, 1992, 1999

Understanding our relationship with money allows us to take back our lives from “successful – and stressful - careers in order to live more deliberately and meaningfully.”  This book shows us how to get out of debt, develop savings, and resolve inner conflicts between values and lifestyles.  It is the classic lifestyle book of the voluntary simplicity movement of a few years ago and helps us discover the power and perfection of “enoughness.” 
Don’t Retire, REWIRE!  -  5 Steps to fulfilling work that fuels your passion, suits your personality and fills your pocket
Jeri Sedlar and Rick Miners (no relation), Alpha Books, 2003

How to change yourself so you can work AFTER retirement doing something you love to do, for financial and personal reward.

Too Young to Retire – 101 Ways to start the rest of your life

Marika and Howard Stone, A Plume Book, 2004
This book, along with their popular companion website, offers “inventive and exciting retirement alternatives to help us find our labor of love…”.  In other words, you may feel better finding something to keep working at in retirement, than finally getting to retirement and finding that you have nothing to do.
The Joy of Not Working  -  A book for the retired, unemployed and overworked

Ernie J. Zwlinski, Ten Speed Press, 2003

Learning to live every part of your life – employment, unemployment, retirement, and leisure time alike – to the fullest, is what this book is all about.  It helps take the guilt out of “not working” by replacing it with the discovery and pursuit of your life passions.
How to Retire Happy – Everything you need to know about the 12 most important decisions you must make before you retire

Stan Hinden, McGraw-Hill, 2001

Stan Hinden actually retired from a journalism career and is now reporting back about the pitfalls and joys of his new life.  He discusses the 12 decisions everyone should make before taking the big step.  He also writes a syndicated column, “Retirement Journal.”
Retire on Less Than You Think – The New York Times guide to planning your financial future
Fred Brock, Times Books, 2004

This book won praise for “debunking the commercial hype from self serving financial ‘gurus’ that passes as retirement planning.”  It helps you find untapped asset streams, work during retirement, maximize your health insurance coverage and choose a community and housing.
Retirement Countdown – Take action now to get the life you want

David Shapiro, FT Prentice Hall, 2004

This book, along with the companion web site, was featured by Ben Stein on the National Retirement Planning Coalition celebration of National Retirement Planning Week, last month (November 15 – 19, 2004).  Meaty, full of planning how-to information, as well as giving detailed explanations of every type of investment, this book is not for wimps, but will be rewarding for those who plow through it. 
Maverick Investing – Building extraordinary wealth through unconventional principals

Doug Fabian, McGraw Hill, 2002

I had to throw in at least one book by a “financial expert” who tells us how to get rich in the stock market.  Doug’s web site, radio show and advice may not make us rich, but his investment wisdom and explanations will make us a more in-control and savvy investor.

Some Oldies but Goodies from my book shelf:
Your Finances in Changing Times
And the companion Financial Planning Workbook
Larry Burkett, Moody Press, 1975, 1982, and recently updated
Written to a Christian audience, these books describe personal financial habits and problems in light of biblical principals.  The workbook presents a simple method of making and living on a budget that works.

The Seven Laws of Money

Michael Phillips, Word Wheel and Random House, 1974

Written by a “hippie capitalist” to the Whole Earth Catalog crowd of the 1970’s, this little classic describes our relationship with money (and our pursuit of right livelihood), better than many writers are able to do today.  This is one of my personal favorites and, strangely enough, is still available on Amazon.

The 9 Steps to Financial Freedom – Practical and Spiritual Steps So You Can Stop Worrying

Suze Orman, Crown Publishers, 1997
This dynamo has become synonymous with public television fund raising drives, but not without good reason.  She is energetic, convincing and her books are solid.  Always fun to read.  

The New Rules of Money – 88 simple strategies for financial success today

Ric Edelman, Harper Perennial, 1999, with recent updates
Another financial expert, Ric has a web site and a radio show (the prerequisites for financial experts these days), that sell services and give advice.  His books raise issues that go against the grain of common financial thought.  You either like his style or you don’t, but his advice is always thought provoking.

